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2020 was a year like no other. It brought the world to a standstill, tested our

resilience and humanity. Like everyone else, Red Dot Foundation too was

affected and we had to pivot our work to online. We were always a work from

home organisation with field work. But now we had to learn to share our

space with other family members too whilst working with our community

virtually. We had to learn new digital skills and be innovative in connecting

with our communities who were not digital savvy or didn't have access to the

internet. We had to work with fewer resources as confirmed grants were

downsized or diverted to fund other needs. But we took it in our stride and

met every challenge with positivity. We invested in our mental health and that

of our community. We hosted over 450 workshops and virtual events to

engage our communities with knowledge, wellbeing and skills. We also took

the opportunity to upgrade our Safecity platform to be completely anonymous

and in line with GDPR whilst maintaining empathy at the centre of the design.

Overall, we came through the pandemic stronger and more resilient than

before. We thank everyone who has been part of our journey. We could not

have done it without your support, love and kindness.

DIRECTORS' STATEMENT

E L S A M A R I E  D ' S I L V A

Founder

S U P R E E T  K  S I N G H

Director & CEO
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Our vision is a peaceful, safe and inclusive

society where women and girls can achieve

their potential.

Our mission is enabling safe public spaces by

empowering the individual and their community

through crowdsourced data, education on

Rights and developing innovative hyper-local

solutions. We also work with institutional service

providers to improve decision making and

effective policy implementation through a

gender lens.

Our work is at the intersection of gender,

technology and data, and urban design and

planning.

We are registered as a Sec 8 Not For Profit

company in India as Red Dot Foundation and in

the USA as Red Dot Foundation Global a

501(c)3 organisation. Established in Nov 2014,

we have received global recognition including

an ECOSOC accreditation by the United

Nations.

ABOUT US

Wall Mural to address staring and loitering,

Lal Kuan, Delhi (2015)



THEORY OF CHANGE

Assisted by Pooja Menon, TSIC Consultancy 

and Kavita Gonsalves, PhD Candidate, QUT Design Lab
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IMPACT

Attended workshops
Education and Advocacy is a

critical component of our work
to help people, especially

women, youth and children
understand their rights and

protect themselves from sexual
and gender based violence.

10K

1200
Youth Leaders Mentored

Providing youth with a platform
to initiate change is central to
our programming. We provide

them with opportunities to
design community-based

projects, train them to be peer
educators and mentor them 

to be active citizens.
 

50
Partner Organisations

We partner with a wide variety
of organisations that have

implemented policies, practices
and programs for safe spaces

and prevention of violence.
These organisations include

corporates, educational
institutions and NGOs.

Workshops and Events
Through the various programs,

workshops, campaigns and
public conversations we impact
systems, policies and decisions.

It is critical to have a gender
lens and perspective to decision

making so that spaces are 
safe and inclusive.

 

450
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IMPACT (CONTD)

Personal Reports Added
The crowdsourced reports are a

new dataset being created
which gives us valuable insights

to the nature and context of
violence at the hyper-local level.

It also forms the basis for
designing neighbourhood

interventions for safe
spaces.

10K

90%
90% of the youth and women

who have actively participated
in our programs have confirmed

that they have a better
understanding and awareness
of their rights and are able to

take action to prevent, identify
and respond to sexual and

gender based violence

95%
95% of the youth and women

who have actively participated
in our programs have confirmed

that they are willing to take
action to break the silence,

report and be better
bystanders to prevent sexual
and gender based violence. 

Indirect beneficiaries
Through our books, research,

articles, social media outreach,
public speaking and media

mentions we generate thought
leadership, create space for

dialogue on this difficult topic
and provide a platform for 

solutions to prevent 
the violence. 

 

500K
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Social and technology audit

Social Audit - Hire an independent agency to conduct a social audit to

assess the Indian urban environment on awareness of the issue of sexual

violence and the spectrum of abuse. In addition, assess the propensity

of women and girls in using technology to report sexual violence and

understanding the ways to encourage them to report their experiences

in order to break the silence and take a stand.

Technology Audit - Conduct extensive technology audits using interns in

the US and India to check functionality, design and recommend

changes or amendments to make the platform more user friendly.

Technology Upgrades - Based on the above two audits, upgrade the

technology platform.

Vital Voices sponsored a social and tech audit of the Safecity app. 

The Safecity app is a resource for the Voices against violence (VaV)

program sponsored by the U.S. Department of State. The aim of the

project was to understand how to effectively promote the app - Safecity -

amongst its target audience in India for reporting of sexual violence. The

target audience is urban, middle income, young women and men (18 yrs

and above) who are either experiencing  or witnessing sexual violence.

Through a thorough social and technology audit, gaps would be identified

which would inform the technical upgrades to the mobile app.

The project was in two parts:

To read the report on the project, click here.

To read the full social audit by Developmatrix, click here.

SOCIAL & TECH AUDIT
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https://www.canva.com/design/DAEiFkP9f4c/faA73JjtZ9ge09JiYtqkdg/view?utm_content=DAEiFkP9f4c&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.safecity.in/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Sexual-Violence-Audit-VaV-2.pdf


THE SAFECITY APP

Increasing awareness, transparency and public accountability

Improving policy and tactical precision with data-led insights

Optimising budgets to more effectively allocate resources

Red Dot Foundation partnered with The Data Duck to upgrade the Safecity

reporting platform consisting of the web and mobile apps on iOS and

Android. This was based on the inputs from the social and tech audit.

Safecity is a platform that empowers individuals, communities, police and

city government to create safer public and private spaces. Our technology

stack collects and analyses crowdsourced, anonymous reports of sexual

violence, identifying patterns and key insights. This data enables citizens,

communities, civic authorities, police, researchers and policymakers to

create safer spaces by:

Report your story anonymously here or download the app SAFECITY from the

Apple or Google playstore. 

Contact us if you want to start a Safecity chapter in your city/country.

https://webapp.safecity.in/
https://www.safecity.in/contact-us/


Red Dot Foundation partnered with Bumble India to develop an online safety

guide - Stand for Safety.

Online harassment is an epidemic all over the world, including in India. A

recent nationwide survey by Bumble India found that 83% of women have

experienced online harassment of some kind, with 1 in 3 reporting that they

experience it weekly. And it’s worsened since the onset of the COVID-19

pandemic, women in India report: 70% say they believe cyberbullying has

increased since lockdown began.

As a result of this digital abuse epidemic, well over half (59%) of women we

surveyed in India said they feel unsafe. No one should have to feel afraid of

harassment online, nor should they — as 1 in 3 women reported — put on a

brave face and let this behaviour slide for fear of retribution.

The Stand for Safety safety guide to help our community identify, prevent,

and combat these common types of digital abuse and harassment.

To access the Stand for Safety online guide - click here.

SAFETY ONLINE

https://bumble.com/the-buzz/safety-center-bumble-india


90% of our participants have never attended such a session before.

90% of our participants have found the sessions very informative, timely and

useful especially during these times when everyone is on their digital

devices.

The Principals, teachers and parents have appreciated the workshops.

Red Dot Foundation partnered with Supreme Court Advocate Nappinai N.S. to

facilitate CyberSaathi workshops to address cyber safety and online bullying.

The pilot workshop was done with Banasthali University, Rajasthan and

subsequently, workshops for 1200 participants were done in July and August as

part of a grant by the British High Commission. The education institutions

included were Women's Christian College, Chennai and students from grades 7-

10 from schools in Satara, Pune and Goa. The white paper on Cybercrimes from

a gender lens can be accessed here.

3850 students and faculty from Western India participated in workshops

sponsored by the U.S. Consulate General of Mumbai from Sep 2020 to Mar

2021. 

Feedback

Feedback from a teacher - I had a bad experience earlier where on Facebook

I accidentally clicked on a link sent to me which took me to a dating site. I

started to receive unwanted messages from strangers. Had I attended a session

like ‘Cybersaathi’ earlier I would have been aware of such fake sites. Yet, I am

happy to have the opportunity to do so now, as I had a platform to raise & share

my experience. I wish the Cybersaathi team could reach out to all school

students who are exposed to social media and who aren’t aware of the

consequences. Thank you Cybersaathi for making the students aware about

Cybercrimes and the do’s and don’ts while using technology.

CYBER SAFETY
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https://www.safecity.in/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Cybercrimes-With-Gender-Lens-%E2%80%93-Laws-Remedies.pdf


SafeCircle - A safe listening space for survivors of violence and trauma.

Safecity Active Saturdays - in partnership with FIT India Mission, Dimple

Sopher, Fit4Life and Yoga Acharya - Supreet K Singh. You can access the

various sessions here.

500 Suryanamaskar Challenge - Over 100 people joined us in the 500

Suryanamaskar challenge for Peace and Equality in September and

November. Each had to do 500 Suryanamaskars in 30 days. Many said that

it helped them focus and get into a fitness routine. 

Daily and Sunday Reflections - 76 episodes with thought leaders and

experts were hosted to reflect on the new realities of the pandemic, share

coping mechanisms and some inspiration.

Partnered with KhaanaChahiye for food distribution in Mumbai.

India had one of the harshest lockdowns in the world and for several months we

were all constrained to our apartments. We realised that people were struggling

to cope with the new reality that was imposed on us by the pandemic - work

and education from home, loss of privacy, shrinking personal space,

claustrophobia and increased violence amongst others. 

We first invested in building the mental resilience of our team by helping them

transition to the online environment. We also invited them to take regular breaks

every 90 minutes and join an online fitness class.

Some of the programs that we started for our larger community were:

WELLBEING DURING COVID-19
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https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLn1phrZpkZwYDnBGHu4tt7M5Y9MxAQ3aI
http://www.elsamariedsilva.com/my-series.html


SafeCircle is a peer listening space for survivors of sexual and gender-based

violence. Facilitated by Supreet K Singh, it was launched on 15 May 2021 and

held every Friday at 3 pm IST. This is a non-judgemental listening circle for

survivors to share their experiences, learn from others and know that they are

not alone. We are facilitating a safe community space where we can seek to

find solutions through sharing, listening and offering insights. Please note it is

not a therapy session nor is it an SOS solution. Over 25 survivors have regularly

accessed this peer listening space and have found it to be empathetic and

healing. 

In January, we received a solidarity grant from the Global Diplomacy Lab by the

German Federal Foreign Office to host a Train the Facilitator in English and

Hindi. 15 people participated in the SafeCircle Facilitators Workshop and 12 of

them finished the workshop successfully and were awarded certificates. They

are hosting sessions within their non-profit organisations and for their

communities.

If you would like to join a SafeCircle, please fill this form.

SAFECIRCLE

"I have been a part of SafeCircle for over
a year now. I remember my adverse
experiences left me feeling overwhelmed
and that is exhausting. Being part of
SafeCircle has given me a space to share
my experiences, being heard and listening
to others has helped to bring comfort and
clarity. I am grateful to be a part of this
wonderful network of support that has
been and continues to be a great anchor
in my life. And another bonus -
friendship!"
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http://bit.ly/safecircle


Over 20 Knowledge cafes were held in 2020 on a variety of topics that aimed

to uncover, analyse and discuss a wide range of issues that plague the society

we live in. Discussions ranged from sexuality and disability, LGBTQ rights, being

better bystanders, understanding the rights of sex workers, covid response in

informal settlements to creating safe spaces and preventing child sexual abuse.

On average twenty participants attended each of the Knowledge Cafe

sessions. The webinars enjoyed a high level of engagement and discussion.

Furthermore, through these webinars, a greater awareness of the sustainable

development goals and the global community’s resolve in achieving the 2030

goals, was created.

KNOWLEDGE CAFES
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Last year, over 15 sessions of Feminism in Reel Life were organised by us,

wherein we watched and discussed various movies to unpack their underlying

themes. We deliberated about a plethora of topics, including gender

discrimination, sexual assault, the importance of sisterhood, mental health,

challenges faced by queer people and casteism present in our society through

reel-time representations. Furthermore, we also analysed advertisements to

uncover how they cater to the consumerist mindset and perpetuate harmful

stereotypes, like gender roles and sexual objectification.

On average, twenty people attended these sessions. The webinars were fun,

engaging and enlightening. "I realised that movies are a reflection of our

society and through them, one can gain a better understanding of the

hierarchies present in it. Analysing movies through a feminist lens, gave me new

perspectives and enhanced my understanding of various social problems that

plague our society," says Jyoti Goyal, the organiser of Feminism in Reel Life.

FEMINISM IN REEL LIFE
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The Consulate General of Sweden, Mumbai in collaboration with Red Dot

Foundation, Swedish Institute, and Genusfotografen organized a digital

workshop at the Kala Ghoda Arts Festival 2021 on how one can use ‘Art and

Photography’ to break gender stereotypes and barriers and further promote a

gender-equal approach in their communities and societies. 

This was a continuation of the workshop we did for the International Day of the

Girl child – Be A SuperShero Campaign. As rightly quoted by Michelle Obama

“There is no limit to what we women can accomplish”. The world celebrated the

International Day of the Girl Child on 11th October. Red Dot Foundation

partnered with the Consulate General of Sweden, Mumbai to host a campaign

and competition for young girls below 18 years who were encouraged to submit

an interesting story of grit and courage. The girls were asked to share their

experience in the form of photos, videos, stories, articles, poems, artwork or

songs where they are breaking barriers of gender stereotypes. The idea of “BE A

SUPERSHERO“ was to showcase these stories, encourage girls to be whoever

they want to be and not get boxed in with stereotypes. All participants received

a certificate and gift.

STORYTELLING FOR
GENDER EQUALITY
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URBAN THINKERS CAMPUS

The Safety Gap

Reimagining Public Spaces 

Citizen Action Lab for Safe and Inclusive Cities 

Red Dot Foundation is proud to be an Associate Member of the UN Habitat’s

World Urban Campaign and a working committee member of the Urban Thinkers

Campus.

In 2020, we participated in three COVID-19 Urban Thinkers Campus which were

held online.

UN-Habitat has initiated a specific Covid-19 campaign to engage partners to

take action in cities and communities to address the challenges of the

pandemic in solidarity with the most vulnerable while building resilience. To help

the Campaign achieve this goal, a series of Covid-19 Urban Thinkers Campuses

under seven urban-related topics will be organized throughout the months of

April and May 2020. Read the full report here.

Understanding the challenges of a post COVID-19 scenario in urban spaces and

identifying solutions for safe and inclusive public spaces as well as highlighting

good practices on safe and inclusive public spaces. Read the full report here.

Identifying existing indicators for safe and inclusive cities & put a spotlight on

organizations and leaders leading such efforts and crowdsourcing Citizen

indicators for safe and inclusive communities on a collaborative web app.

Additionally, inviting the citizens to drive change in their communities by

drafting, endorsing, and implementing these indicators via the Citizen

Manifesto. Read the report here
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https://www.worldurbancampaign.org/partners
https://7751d73a-9469-44b3-9ad1-5b710be642c0.filesusr.com/ugd/13b76e_bed23b03a97b47d0b1769e321ef40e2e.pdf
https://safecity.in/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/UTC-Report.pdf
https://safecity.in/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/UTCs-Phase-5.0_Report.pdf


Created a global community of urban enthusiasts who are very engaged.

These individuals are from different backgrounds and industries.

39 Livecasts were hosted between April and November 2020 -

bit.ly/inclusivecitiesseries

Each livecast had about 30-50 people participating actively across various

social media platforms – Facebook, Youtube, Twitter and Linkedin

The average views per livecast was between 3500 – 5000 views and some

episodes reached 20000 views.

There is a need for such conversations and to build thought leadership.

Multi-sectoral convenings are important for inclusive policies.

Red Dot Foundation partnered with The Urban Vision to host "Inclusive Cities" as

part of an alumni grant by Stanford's Centre for Democracy, Development and

the Rule of Law's Leadership Network for Change. Initially conceived as two in-

person learning Labs on Safe Urban Spaces, we hosted two formats - an in-

person session in Delhi and a series of online live casts with thought leaders and

experts.

Main Outcomes of the Project -

Project Learning - 

INCLUSIVE CITIES

Picture by Johnny Miller, Unequal Scenes

http://bit.ly/inclusivecitiesseries


The city of Mumbai is often called the 'city of dreams' in popular culture. It is

after all, India's commercial hub and trading centre by the Arabian Sea and

home to Bollywood. 

One of the world's richest municipalities, Mumbai is also home to the world's

largest slum areas, where communities experience gender violence, lack of

access to sanitation, poor housing, among other problems. 

Hosted by Red Dot Foundation, the Mumbai Lab titled “Impact of Urban Design

on Inclusive Cities: Intersections and Crossroads" aimed to investigate the

nature of the interconnected inequalities to develop a framework of indicators

and campaigns for building an inclusive and safer city, for all its citizens,

especially those who are socio-economically vulnerable.

16 participants from 11 countries participated in the Incubator Lab hosted from

October 2020 - May 2021. Read the full report here.

Watch the video here.

GLOBAL DIPLOMACY LAB
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https://www.safecity.in/publications/audit-reports/
https://youtu.be/Fjw2tsXV-Ls


GLOBAL MENTORING WALK

Several girls who were interested in spoken English received sponsorship for

English classes.

3 full scholarships for Masters programs were received.

A girl who was appearing for her 12th Board exams was given support in the

form of fully paid tuition classes for 2 months until the final exams.

The 6th edition (virtual) of the Vital Voices Global Mentoring Walk was held on 6

March 2021 along with Prerana Anti Human Trafficking Centre. We had 25 pairs

of mentors and mentees. Most of the mentees were from the cohorts of Prerana

Anti Human Trafficking Centre and SNEHA. The mentors were senior women

from the public, private and development sectors. The event was supported by

the US Consulate General of Mumbai and the goody bags were sponsored by

Unilever through the kind offices’ of Ms. April Adams-Redmond, Global Brand

Vice President.

Ms. Rona Rathod, Chief, Political and Economic Affairs, US Consulate General

of Mumbai gave the keynote address and Ms. Manira Alva, Vice President,

Political and Civic Engagement at Vital Voices Global Partnership gave an

introductory address. Read more about the event here.

Some immediate wins:

https://www.safecity.in/global-mentoring-walk-2021/


Red Dot Foundation partnered with Stop Street Harassment and Catcalls of

NYC to host the Anti Street Harassment Week from 19-25 April 2020. 

Global leaders took the opportunity to speak out against street harassment,

joining in tweetchats or live videos. Different outlooks on street harassment were

shared. Joanna Padgett Herz, the United Nations Advocacy Coordinator for the

Institute of Global Homelessness and Anita Thomas a representative to the

United Nations for Women First International Fund participated in tweets chats

expressing their perspective on the situation. 

The poster campaign was flooded with responses to the question: What would

you do if Street Harassment did not exist? Elizabeth Apondi, evaluation officer

of Polycom Development Project shared that she “would walk confidently

without fear of intimidation”. Responses from influential leaders such as Leslee

Udwin: Bafta award winning producer & CEO of Think Equal, Beth Yates: British

Deputy High commissioner of Mumbai and Vania Ceccato: Professor at the

Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm explained their thoughts on this topic. 

Tweets earned over 100,000 impressions and had a global reach. Despite being

in a pandemic, the global community managed to participate together. This

shows that even with obstacles, we can still come together for a greater cause.

This is how we put an end to street harassment! Read a blog by Erika DeLesseps

ANTI STREET HARASSMENT
WEEK
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https://www.safecity.in/anti-street-harassment-week-2020/


Providing youth with a platform to initiate change is central to our

programming. We provide them with opportunities to design community-based

projects, train them to be peer educators and mentor them to be active

citizens. Through volunteering opportunities, Campus Ambassador programs,

Youth Innovation Challenges and mentoring opportunities we encourage them

to critically think about social issues, implicit bias, harmful stereotypes and

limiting socio-cultural norms and design individual and collective action to

challenge them. 1,200 youth participated in these programs and contributed

60,000 hours in community change actions.  

"I really liked working with Safecity, and respect their decision to keep the survivors

completely anonymous. This not only gives them (the survivors) more power and

confidence over the situation but also helps other people become more aware as

well. I wish to continue volunteering for the organization. I've progressed from being

merely a volunteer to a responsible and aware citizen when it comes to harassment."-

Aishwarya Balakrishnan

Check the chapter on Youth as Agents of Change in the book "The Demographic

Dividend and the Power of Youth: Voices from the Global Diplomacy Lab" co-edited

by ElsaMarie D'Silva 

ENGAGING YOUTH

https://www.amazon.in/Demographic-Dividend-Power-Youth-Diplomacy/dp/178527631X


ADVOCACY @ UN

NGO Committee on Social Development: We hold the position of vice

chairperson for years 2020-2022

NGO Committee on Finance for Development

C-190 Taskforce : a task-force of several committees have come together to

further the case of ratifying ILO C-190, We are a member of this task-force

and represent NGOCSocD at the same

NGO Major Groups

Urban Thinkers Campus Committee at the UN Habitat's World Urban

Campaign

Red Dot Foundation is an ECOSOC accredited NGO at the United Nations. For

an ECOSOC NGO to interact and effectively use their collective voice within

the United Nations one must do so via the various NGO Committees as set up

and recognized by the United Nations. 

Red Dot Foundation is a member of various NGO Groups at the UN:

Red Dot Foundation was actively involved in the planning and execution of The

Civil Society Forum held virtually from 5 to 17 February 2021. It focused on “A

socially just transition towards sustainable development: the role of digital

technologies on social development and well-being of all”, a crucial and

relevant theme in the context of the global pandemic. Apart from playing an

organising role, ElsaMarie DSilva spoke at the High level panel discussion on the

priority theme. Her central message was, “If we need to have sustainable

development we need to put women and girls at the centre of the digital

technology and social development agenda.” 

You may check the recording (at 58 mins) on UN WebTV.
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http://webtv.un.org/watch/3rd-plenary-meeting-59th-session-of-the-commission-for-social-development-csocd59/6230268606001/


AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS

Winner of the Foursquare for Good award

Winner of the Tech Play Awards Social Impact Category by booking.com

Vital Voices has featured ElsaMarie D’Silva in The Vital Voices: 100 Women

Using their Power to Empower book

TUMI listed ElsaMarie D’Silva as one of the Remarkable Women in Transport

2020

ElsaMarie DSilva was featured in BMW Foundation Herbert Quandt's

“Change Focus to Change – 50 Years of Inspring Responsible Leadership”

YourStory listed ElsaMarie DSilva as one of the 100 Digital Influencers of

2020
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https://foursquare.com/for-good/
http://booking.com/
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https://womenmobilize.org/
https://bmw-foundation.org/en/publications/change-focus-to-change-responsible-leadership/
https://yourstory.com/awards/yourstorys-100-digital-influencers-of-2020


GRATITUDE

Our work would not be possible without the amazing support of Donors,

Partners, Volunteers and Team Members, especially during the pandemic.

In particular, we would like to thank the following:

U.S. Consulate General of Mumbai

British High Commission

Consulate General of Sweden in

Mumbai

Consulate General of Canada in

Mumbai

Global Diplomacy Lab, Federal

Foreign Office of Germany

Consulate General of Germany in

Mumbai

BMW Foundation Herbert Quandt

Vital Voices Global Partnership

Stanford Centre for Democracy,

Development and the Rule of Law

Rise Up for Girls

Mr. Jayprakash Sheth

Ms. Rufina Fernandes

Ms. Tiana D'Souza

Stop Street Harassment

The Catalan Agency for Development

and Cooperation

TSI Consultancy

GIZ India

Prerana Anti Human

Trafficking

Chevening Alumni Network

The Gratitude Network

Rotary International

Aspen New Voices

Swedish Institute

The Urban Vision

The Data Duck

Developmatrix

Nappinai N.S.

Tractebel

Saavn Media

Ogilvy & Mather

UN-Habitat

UN Women

FIT India Mission

Fit4Life

NIUA

Crosswords Bookstore

Thomson Reuters Foundation

"Through the eyes of gratitude, everything is a miracle"
- Mary Davis
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FINANCIALS
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FINANCIALS
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THANK YOU

You can reach us at

www.safecity.in

info@reddotfoundation.org

Facebook - safecity.in

Twitter & Instagram - @TheSafecityApp

"The strength of the team is each individual member. 

The strength of each member is the team."

- Phil Jackson

ElsaMarie D'Silva, Supreet K Singh, Tania Echaporia, Marissa Borges,

Ashwini Syed, Karishma D'Souza, Shobhana K

Not in pic - Gillian D'Souza, Jyoti Goyal, Kajal Antil, Anima Tiwari, Sayali, Mona More,

Aniket Pratap Singh, Vanshika Deswal, Sagar Sodah, Sneha Vasa, Aprajita Pathak


